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September 1, 2005 
 
 
 
The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 
 
Dear Supervisors: 
 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE  
FOREST SERVICE, REGION 5, ANGELES NATIONAL FOREST 
APPROVE WYDEN AMENDMENT AGREEMENT FOR RUBIO DEBRIS BASIN 
SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 5  
3 VOTES 
 
IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY 
OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT: 
 

Approve and authorize the Director of Public Works, or his designee, to execute a 
Wyden Amendment Agreement with the U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest 
Service, Region 5, Angeles National Forest, to reimburse the Flood Control District 
for removing 20,000 cubic yards of sediment from Rubio Debris Basin for an amount 
not to exceed $360,000. 

 
PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
We are recommending your Board approve and authorize the Director of Public Works, 
or his designee, to execute the Wyden Amendment Agreement with the Forest Service 
to reimburse the Flood Control District for removing 20,000 cubic yards of sediment 
from Rubio Debris Basin.    
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In 1998 a landslide resulting from blasting for a waterline project occurred on Angeles 
National Forest land in Rubio Canyon.  The debris from this landslide settled in the main 
watercourse of the canyon.  Located downstream of the landslide site is Rubio Debris 
Basin, a facility operated and maintained by Public Works, the administrator of Flood 
Control District. 
 
The storms of the 2004-05 storm season caused approximately 20,000 cubic yards of 
the landslide material to wash into Rubio Debris Basin.  This sediment, along with 
additional sediment from the facility’s watershed, was removed by Public Works 
between February and May 2005.  The approximate unit cost of the sediment removal 
was $18 per cubic yard. 
 
The Forest Service was provided funds to implement a project to remove the landslide 
material.  The Forest Service agrees that Public Works’ removal of the 20,000 cubic 
yards of landslide material that deposited in the debris basin was within the scope of the 
project it was authorized to implement, and has thus agreed to enter into the enclosed 
Agreement and to utilize its landslide removal funds to reimburse the Flood Control 
District for its removal of that material.  The amount of the reimbursement is $360,000 
based on the $18 per cubic yard unit cost of Public Works’ sediment removal project at 
the debris basin. 
 
Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals 
 
This action meets the County Strategic Plan Goal of Organizational Effectiveness by 
utilizing collaborative efforts of the Forest Service and Public Works.  This project is also 
consistent with the Goal of Fiscal Responsibility by reducing costs. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING 
 
There will be no impact on the County's General Fund.  The total reimbursement of 
$360,000 from the Forest Service will be deposited into the Fiscal Year 2005-06 Flood 
Fund Budget.   
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FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
The Agreement was prepared by the Forest Service and has been approved as to form 
by County Counsel.  The Forest Service is responsible for protecting watershed 
resources and promoting healthy ecosystems on the land that it manages, the Angeles 
National Forest.  The Forest Service seeks to perform these duties while cooperating 
with Public Works to endure that safe flood control systems are maintained. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION 
 
This action does not constitute a project and, therefore, is exempt from the 
requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  The sediment 
removal from Rubio Debris Basin was statutorily exempt from CEQA as specified in 
Section 15269 (a). 
 
IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS) 
 
This action will provide additional funds to perform flood control activities.  There will be 
no negative impact on services as a result of this action. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Upon approval, please return one adopted copy of this letter to Public Works. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
DONALD L. WOLFE 
Director of Public Works 
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Enc. 
 
cc: Chief Administrative Office 
 County Counsel 
 
 














